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The extraction of the leaf of Derris indica (Wealth of India,
Raw Materials), family Fabaceae was carried out using petroleum ether
and chloroform in succession.  The extracts were evaluated for antifungal
activity. The chloroform extract showed significant anti-fungal activity.

INTRODUCTION
Derris indica, a plant belonging to family Fabaceae is an erect perennial tree.

Although it grows widely throughout the tropics, it can be found at higher elevations. The
tree is frequently found in pastures, waste lands, cultivated lands, roadsides, lawns and in
planted forests. In India and Nepal it is found throughout the hotter parts and also worldwide.
The plant is used for the treatment of many diseases such as the fruits and sprouts are used
in folk remedies for abdominal tumors in India. In India seeds were used for skin ailments.
Today the oil is used as a liniment for rheumatism. Leaves are active against micrococcus.
The juice of the leaf is used for cold, cough, diarrhoea, dyspepsia, flatulence, gonorrhea &
leprosy. Roots are used for cleaning gums, teeth and ulcers. Bark is used internally for
bleeding piles. Juices of the leaf as well as oils are used as antiseptic. It is said to be an
excellent remedy for itch, herpes, etc. Powders of the seeds are valued as tonic, for treatment
of bronchitis and whooping cough. Flowers are used for treatment of diabetes. Bark has
been used for beriberi. According to ayurvedic medicine the root and bark has anthelmintic
activity, used in the diseases of eye, skin & vagina, itch, piles, splenomegaly tumors, etc
(Malairajan, et.al, 2006). Reported phytoconstituents include the petroleum ether extracts
of fresh leaves of Pongamia glabra yield a new furano flavone 3’-methoxy pongapin
(Thalapatra, et.al, 1985). 3-methoxypongapin, 8-methoxyfurano-(4”,5”:6,7)-flavones and
earlier flavones and koradji have been isolated from the leaves of Pongamia glabra (Malick,
et.al, 1977). Glabrachalcone, a new chromenochalcone have been isolated along with a
known chromenochalcone from ethanol extracts of the seed oil of Pongamia glabra (Pathak,
et.al, 1983). Many pharmacological activities viz. anti-malarial activity of the methanol extracts
of the bark of Pongamia glabra (Berghei, et.al, 1991), antibacterial activity of the seed oil
(Patel, et.al, 1962), and wound healings activity of the aqueous extract (Subramaniam, et.al,
1988) of the plant Pongamia glabra have been reported earlier. However detailed
investigation of the anti-fungal activity of it has not been carried out.
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